November 18, 2008

Dear High School Forensics Colleague:   

The Irvine Valley College Speech and Debate Team invites you to attend our High School Congress Invitational Tournament on January 11, 2009. 

We will offer two divisions of Congress: novice and senior.  We will also have a presiding officer contest.  However, we do ask that all student presiding officers entering the contest be senior competitors with Congress experience.  Our goal is to provide the best experience for all competitors, coaches, and family members who attend our tournament.  We are committed to providing you with a "professional" atmosphere and an enjoyable competitive experience.  

Food will not be available for purchase on campus during the weekend.  We ask that you bring water and snacks.  However, we will provide a 90 minute lunch break.  Our campus is close to many great establishments all within a very short drive.  

We will have to limit entries to maximize our competition space.  Make sure to register early so that you can take advantage of this opportunity and get in on the action.  Since entries are limited, we will have to turn entries away once we meet our room limitations.  Please notify us by December 18, 2008 by 8:00pm.  Let us know if your school is interested in attending and how many students you anticipate coming.  No student names are required at that time. Names will be due for the individual student entry on January 7, 2009.  When e-mailing your entries please identify whether the student is a novice or senior competitor.  Also, if you have a student that is entering the Presiding Officer contest, please identify them as well.

The Congress Bills will focus on the topic areas for State.  Copies of the written bills will be forwarded to you ASAP in order for students to prepare.

On behalf of the coaches and students of the IVC Forensics Team, we hope you will consider joining us for our tournament in January!

Sincerely,     

Gary Rybold, Director of Forensics/Host
Jennifer Page, Coach/Tournament Director
Steve Robertson, Coach/Tournament Director


TOURNAMENT ENTRY DEADLINE FOR SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS 8:00 PM, Thursday, DECEMBER 18, 2008.  

ALL TOURNAMENT ENTRIES WITH STUDENT NAMES IS 8:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2009.  After that time, all available spaces will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Get your entries in early to be a part of the excitement!   

Please direct all entries to Jennifer Page at JenIVC4n6@yahoo.com or enter at
www.forensicstournament.net


TOURNAMENT RULES AND ENTRY GUIDELINES
ELIGIBILITY: A novice is a first year competitor, honestly appraised by her or his coach as a beginner. All students are eligible for open division, at the discretion of her/his coach.  A school may not enter more than 12 "slots" in any one division (Novice or Open).  Entries that do not clearly designate either Novice or Open division will automatically be placed in the Open division.  Due to room constraints, total entries for student congress will be limited to 120 competitors in both novice and open divisions.   Any entries beyond the maximum specified will be placed on a standby list and entered into the tournament upon availability by the tournament directors. We will do our best to accommodate your requests provided that we have the available rooms on campus. 
Student Congress will follow a modified version of Parliamentary procedure based on NFL and CHSSA rules. A full description of the event for competitors, presiding officers and judges is available at http://studentcongress.homestead.com. All interpretations of procedure made by the chair of each session are considered final. Sessions will last 90 minutes maximum. Students will present 3 minute speeches of proponency or opponency, followed by one minute of cross-examination. The time period should allow most, if not all students, to speak. Due to the dynamic nature of this event, we cannot guarantee that each student will have an opportunity to speak. Priority slips will be used to determine speaking order and priority. One set of priority cards will be issued per competitor for the 3 preliminary rounds.  A new set of priority cards will be issued to students advancing to the final round.  Lost or misplaced priority slips will not be replaced!   
In addition, we will be offering a Presiding Officer (PO) contest. Competitors will enter EITHER Student Congress OR the PO contest, not both. Presiding Officers will conduct proceedings in rounds (in the event of more PO contestants than houses, they will share a house and split the round time between them). After the final preliminary round, Congress participants will rank order the PO contestants whom they witnessed, with the highest ranks moving on to subsequent elimination rounds. PO Competitors must have sufficient knowledge of congress round and parliamentary proceeding; therefore the PO contest is Senior only – no novice entrants will be accepted. 
ENTRY DEADLINE: School entries must be made by the December 18, 2008 8 PM deadline. Note all specified parameters in the invitation as you develop your entry and competition game-plan. If you wish to request additional entries beyond the specified limit, and should room availability allow us, we will consider submitted entries on a first-come, first-serve basis. Requests for those extra slots should be directed to Jen Page at JenIVC4n6@yahoo.com.  All drops or substitutions must be completed by noon on Friday, January 9, 2009 @ 5 PM, at which time we will assess fees. All email correspondence must include your school name, your contact number and email address as well as the competitor or judge information (include first name, last name, event, and level of competition where appropriate and necessary).   

JUDGING COMMITMENT:    Each school is obligated to provide one qualified judge per five Congress entrants or fraction thereof.  However, if your school has more than 10 entries, you must provide 2 judges and pay a $10.00 judging fee for every entry beyond the 10.  These fees will go directly to a non-affliated hired judge.  All judges must be at least two years out of competition and should have some Congress experience OR should read the judge or P.O. information provided at http://studentcongress.homestead.com.   
Judging Commitment Breakdown:
One to five entries = 1judge
Six to 10 entries = 2 judges
11 entries and beyond = 2 judges and a $10.00 fee for each additional entry.  
For example:  If your school entry is 10 novices, 3 seniors and 1 PO, your judging commitment will be 2 judges.  You will then pay $40.00 in judging fees. 
ENTRY FEES:   School Fee: $20.00   Each Congress entry is $15.00     All fees are due at the time of registration.  Please make checks payable to IVC Foundation.  Thank you.   
PARKING:  Parking on campus will be free.  Parking Lot 9 will be closest to the competition rooms, postings, and the Judge’s Room.
AWARDS:  All contestants advancing to finals will receive awards. Special awards are presented to the top 10 competitors in both divisions of Congress.  All Congress finalists receive awards.  In addition, all Presiding Officers advancing to the final round will receive an award, with a special award given to the top Presiding Officer. The awards ceremony will be held following the final round.  School packets (with written ballots) will be available after the awards ceremony.
HELP US KEEP IVC CLEAN!   Help us keep this going by making sure that our campus is "ready for action" for Monday morning.  The Student Code of Conduct will be in effect for this tournament. 






TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 11, 2009
(A ten minute forfeit rule will be enforced to keep the tournament running on time.  Please warn your students and make sure everyone has maps!)   
Postings will be outside B209 and in front of the B200 Building.
8:00-8:30 am Registration in Room – B259 
9:00 – 10:30am – Round 1
10:45 – 12:15pm – Round 2
Lunch 12:15– 1:45pm 
2:00 – 3:30pm – Round 3
4:00 – 5:30pm – Final Round
Awards – 6:00pm or ASAP in B209

Judge’s Room: B209
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